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EasyLink Diagram 



EasyLink enables the Web site developer to link 
Web pages (or email) to media files on streaming 
servers with a new level of simplicity. EasyLink 
does not require the user to understand the 
complexities in linking streaming media to their 
Web page (or to an email) as this application 
remains transparent to the end user. This 
includes the linking of RealNetwork's RealMedia 
files, Microsoft's WindowsMedia files, Apple's 
QuickTime files. Before EasyLink, a Web site 
developer had to manage three separate files to 
enable a media file to stream to a Web page: a) 
the Web Page from which the developer desires 
to provide the end-user with access to the media 
file over the Internet, b) a hidden "Simple Text" or 
reference file which contains the Internet address 
to the media file, and c) the media file. With 
EasyLink, the Web site developer eliminates step 
"b" (the reference file) and can link the Web page 
directly to the media file. 

Under the current method, the Internet Service 
Provider (ISP) must properly configure the 
MIME-types on the Web server to recognize the 
reference file for each streaming media format 
(RealMedia, WindowsMedia, QuickTime). As 
EasyLink dynamically links directly from the Web 
page to the Streaming servers, the absence of 
using the reference files also removes the need 
for the ISP to properly configure the MIME-types 
on the Web server. 

EasyLink also enables the Web site developer to 
use a standard hyperlink ("href link) on a Web 
page that now points directly to their media on 
the streaming server. Before EasyLink, the user 
would have to learn each streaming media 
format's specific linking requirements, and 
protocols to use. Thus, by simplifying the linking 
method required to stream audio or video onto a 
Web page, the Web site developer benefits from 
a new level of simplicity as well an ability to 
quickly deploy streaming media onto a Web site 

Due to EasyLink's modular architecture, the 
benefits of EasyLink will be extended to include 
other capabilities including, but not limited to: 
Digital Rights Management, Content Syndication 
and Application Streaming. 
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